
The Past at Bill’s Lake  Early History 
“Summit County was originally occupied by the Ute, Colorado’s first and longest remaining inhabitants [for
over 7000 years.]  The first Euro-American men to come through this area were known as ‘Mountain Men,’
who trapped in the high mountain lakes for beaver from the early 1800s into the 1840s.  The 1870s ushered in
the mining industry as better technology allowed access to the silver in the Tenmile Canyon.”    (Miller, Blair)

1910: Thomas Family Ranch  
The Thomas Ranch was founded by Jannie ‘Jane’ Thomas, who received the 145.7 acre property via the
Homestead Act on December 12th, 1910.  The land grant was signed by President William H Taft. 

Main Street Frisco, Early 1900's 

                                                                          On April 17, 2020 Bill’s Lake is legally transferred to Mountain Side HOA.  
                                                                          Summit Resort Group is contracted to manage the property, and a  
                                                                          30 year financial reserve study is completed and fully funded. 
                                                                          Colorado Division of Water Resources conducts dam inspection.
2021        Bill’s Lake Committee presents vision for future preservation of Bill’s Lake   
2022        Mountain Side HOA installs a new log bridge for improved access 
                  Colorado Division of Water Resources conducts biennial dam inspection   
2023        Aqua-Sierra is engaged to consult on water body health and management
2024        Mountain Side HOA:
                   - Adopts updated lake insurance, rules, trail maps, and installs new signage and benches
                   - Begins annual water testing, sediment studies, and completes full Bathymetric survey            
                   - Initiates annual volunteer clean up day
                   - Engages Arborist to audit property annually
                   - Initiates annual dead timber fuel reduction program 
                   - Engages Engineering Firm to complete new 30 year financial reserve study, recurring every 5 years 
                   - Colorado Division of Water Resources conducts biennial dam inspection
 

2020:  A New Start 

Bill’s Lake is now open year round to all Mountain Side condo and home owners.  New regulations prohibit the
sale or transfer of HOA owned common amenities.   As such Bill’s Lake will remain protected and cared for by
Mountain Side HOA in perpetuity.   Please help us continue to preserve the natural beauty of Bill’s Lake by
leaving no trace.  Thank you! 

The Future at Bill’s Lake

 2004:  Property Transfers 
In 2004 Bill’s Lake is transferred to United Water and Sanitation to facilitate a dredge that same year.
The agreement allowed for the free transfer back to Mountain Side HOA on demand.  
2012       Bill’s original lake dam is rebuilt by United Water and Sanitation
2018       Mountain Side HOA votes to excercise their option to transfer Bill’s Lake ownership back to the
Mountain Side HOA
  

 1982:  Mountain Side Community
In 1982 Chuck Chamberlain sold 39 acres of the ranch to
Larry Feldman, a local developer.  Bill’s Ranch House was
moved to the Frisco Historic Park & Museum.   Mr Feldman
formed the Mountain Side PUD which was soon developed
into 10 condominium buildings, 90+ homes, a clubhouse,
and 4 acres of dedicated open space (containing Bill’s Lake.)
The Mountain Side Condominiums now stand in the meadow
where the Thomas cows once grazed.   

Today Jannie Thomas’ original ranch is divided as follows: 
99 acres: Bills Ranch Neighborhood 
39 acres: Mountain Side Neighborhood (Including Bill’s Lake)
8 acres:    Frisco Elementary
   

1933: Bill’s Lake Constructed
“Bill’s house stood at the far edge of the meadow from Frisco, right below a little wooded hillside.  One
summer [in the mid-30s, some say later] he and some friends built a lake in what had been a somewhat
isolated and damp meadow by damming up the small stream which, below the dam, is now officially called
‘No Name Creek.’  Mr. [Lester ‘Mac’] McKee hired a bulldozer, with operator, and worked on the dam himself
for several months along with Mr. [B.F.] Boggs, who also contributed money.  Shallow but fairly large, the lake
is a beauty.  Of late any number of people and organizations have tried to change the name of Bill's Lake.  On
some county maps it's called ‘Bill's Ranch Lake.’  On some [outdated] Mountain Side websites it's called
'Mountain Side Lake.'  The owners of Ophir Lodge chose to call it 'Ophir Lake.'  I respectfully recommend
continuing to call it 'Bill's Lake,' because that's what it is.”      (Bahde, John )

“The Thomases were dairy farmers in Frisco when the mining boom
— and bust — swung through town.  When mines first started
popping up in Summit, it left the community in a unique position
with access to supplies via the railroad and even electricity long
before many larger towns had such luxuries.  However, once the
downswing started, it hit hard, and these once coveted commodities
became bygone luxuries.  Summit lost electricity in 1913 and
wouldn’t again see the light for 30 years... The losses were more than
many could take, and by the 1920s the great majority of mines had
closed.  The Thomas family was one of only five farming families who
remained. When the population of Frisco dipped to 18 (in 1930),
Jane’s son, Bill, knew it was time to act if he wanted to have anyone
to sell milk to.  He put out an appeal to some of the wealthier
families in Denver, making them a very sweet offer, free land to
anyone willing to move to Frisco.”    (Gilmore,  Susan)    
Bill wrote, “I am long on land and short on good neighbors.” ** 
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“Bill died in 1952 and was buried in Frisco Cemetery.  Ownership of the ranch passed to his sister Nellie
and her husband, Dan Mogee, who managed it.  When they both died in 1960 Mr. McKee was appointed
Administrator of their estate. In 1963 Chuck Chamberlain and his wife bought the ranch from [Nellie and
Dan] Mogee’s heirs.  Mr. McKee continued to act as a kind of caretaker for a few more years ... He took
his duties seriously, regularly checking cabins, chasing trespassers away, repairing roads, and bridges
(sometimes at his own expense), and pulling debris out of the outlet of the lake.”    (Bahde, Jon) 

1952: The End of an Era 

1873: Town of Frisco
“Founded in 1873 (officially chartered in 1879), the Town of Frisco
quickly developed thanks in part to the local mines.  By 1882, the
permanent population of Frisco reached 250, with two railroads,
many businesses, hotels, and saloons.”    (Miller, Blair)
 

“Originally located on present day Hunter’s Circle, the homestead featured a large farm house, an ice
house, and a dairy.  The plot began as a [145.7] acre ranch that boasted fresh water from Miner’s Creek
and ample room for the Thomas’ dairy cows to wander and graze.”    (Douglas, Michael)
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